
 

                               

                                    Abundance News 

                  GFWC Woman’s Club of  Stuart 
                                      “Celebrating 108 Years of Community Service” 

                          A Member of the General Federation of  Women’s Clubs* 

Volume 23, Issue  1                            Paulette Holliday, Editor                          September 2020 

 
   

   

 

 Greetings! I hope you have had a restful and healthy summer. The pandemic 

has altered all our lives, and so we must adjust to the realities of the day. Our 

club will enthusiastically carry on with our meetings and community service 

projects. We will accomplish a lot, and we will have some fun! 

 Our Board voted to hold a virtual meeting via Zoom at 11 AM on September 16. 

I do hope you will participate. If you need help setting up Zoom, we will help 

you. If you would like to go to someone’s house to view it with someone who 

knows Zoom, please contact me. We will find a member willing to Zoom the meeting with you, 

socially distanced of course. 

 Our meeting will follow our traditional “Hats Off to Women” theme, so wear 

your favorite hat. Since no mask is required, we will  see your lovely faces. Our speaker is Betty 

Paterson, who chairs the local League of Women Voters. She will discuss the suffragette movement 

and how women worked to pass the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution so women could vote. 

This is the centennial year of the Amendment, so we should rightly celebrate and honor the women 

who made it possible. 

 Be sure to read the article in this newsletter about how GFWC members 

fought to get women the right to vote. It will make you proud of our organization! 

 See you September 16 on Zoom! 

 

From the Desk of  President Jo Baxter 

                              *GFWC an International Women’s Club 

                                dedicated to community improvements by  

                           enhancing the lives of others. 
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Food Donation Helps the Needy 
On August 10 an email went out to our club 

members asking for help to prepare food for our 

sister club in District 10, the GFWC Woman’s 

Club of Fort Pierce. The Fort Pierce Woman’s 

Club has been providing 200 servings or more to 

community members who need food every 

Monday and Friday.   

The response was immediate from eight of our 

members, but it was not enough, so another 

email went out and 12 more members (and one 

past member) stepped up with food donations 

and money. One member gave both!   

The donated money saved the day when the food 

we were slated to donate on August 21 was lost 

because of a freezer failure. Those donations 

allowed us to replace the ruined food and keep 

our promise to the Fort Pierce club.   

On August 28 these wonderful ladies met at our 

club in Stuart. Three cars transported the food to 

Fort Pierce. We provided enough food for 200 or 

more people.   

Thank you to all those who participated. Marilyn 

Dayton, Paula Scheid, Sue Riordan, Jacqui 

LaLone, Carolyn Leibowitz, Renee Gould, Beth 

Guild, Deb Curry, Ann Arner, Nancy Hayden, 

Gayle Brinly, Regina Mogel, Joanne Helgren and 

Patty Snodgrass made turkey meatloaf and side 

dishes. Thanks also to those who donated money 

including Jo Baxter, Grace Linn, Laura Elsenboss, 

Joanne Helgren, Barbara Andersen, Janice 

Hanssen and Marie Argana.   

What an incredible group of women!  

Thank you so much! 

Paula Rosen  

District 10 Director 

Club News 

 Support The Inner Truth Film Festival 
The former International Committee has cancelled 

Casino Night due to the uncertainty from the COVID-19 

Pandemic and is planning instead to continue its 

commitment to The Inner Truth Project by supporting 

The Inner Truth Project's annual Virtual Film Fest on 

September 12.  This is a wonderful way for you and your 

family or friends to enjoy an evening of women's films 

safely in your home, and we are asking if you would 

consider purchasing a ticket for only $35 to support a 

local nonprofit organization.     

Details about the Luna Fest Virtual Film Festival  are 

available at https://www.lunafest.org/. 

The Inner Truth Project provides services such as 

therapy and counseling for sexually abused women and 

children.  Since March of this year it has seen an 

increase of 40% in the demand for services.  Many 

businesses who were sponsors (and donors) of Casino 

Night that was originally planned for last spring have 

generously agreed to sponsor The Inner Truth Project's 

annual Luna Fest.    

                                                    (continued on next page) 

Getting ready for the food delivery are (left to right) Jo 

Baxter, Paula Scheid, Joanne Helgren, Marie Argana, Paula 

Rosen, Ann Arner and Caroly Leibowitz.  

Club News 

https://www.lunafest.org/


June 2020                                      Abundance News                                               Page 3 

 

Many thanks to the committee and to you for all 

you have done to support the club. Although we 

are disappointed to cancel Casino Night, 

purchasing a ticket for $35 to the virtual Luna 

Fest Film Festival is a great way to help members 

of the community in need.  Please visit the site 

and consider purchasing a ticket yourself. Again, 

many thanks for your consideration.   

We wish everyone a safe and healthy fall and 

look forward to meeting together in the future.    

 
Mona Salisbury and Patricia Bushman 
Co-chairs, Casino Night 
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Audi, Infiniti Honored  
The Woman’s Club of Stuart honored Audi 

Stuart and Infiniti Stuart for their support as 

Presenting Sponsors of the December 2019 

Holiday Home Tour. Devin Carlson, general 

manager of Audi, and Alan Franciosi, general 

manager of Infiniti, received engraved crystal “In 

Appreciation” plaques from the Woman’s Club. 

Presenting the plaques were Jo Baxter, president 

of the Woman’s Club and co-chair of the Holiday 

Home Tour; Lisa Pinkley, chair of the Holiday 

Home Tour committee, and Sharon Mason, co-

chair.    

In what has become a December tradition for 

hundreds of area residents, last year’s Home 

Tour was the 11th for the club. Participants get to 

see six homes beautifully decorated for the 

season. The Holiday Home Tour is the Woman’s 

Club’s largest fund-raiser and benefits the club’s 

scholarship fund, as well as other benevolence 

projects. Because of the success of the Holiday 

Home Tour, the club awarded $45,000 in college 

scholarships to eight high school students and 

three adult women furthering their education 

this year. 

Literary Group 

“I have found the most valuable thing in my 

wallet is my library card.” – Laura Bush 

September is Library Card Sign-up Month, a 

time when all libraries nationwide join the 

American Library Association to remind 

everyone about why libraries matter, what 

libraries do and how important having access to 

libraries are in our local communities. 

The Martin County Library System along with 

libraries everywhere, continue to adapt and 

expand services to meet the evolving needs of 

our communities.  With a library card you can 

discover new and exciting worlds!  From 

borrowing books, magazines, CDs and DVDs to 

downloading e-books and audiobooks to your 

mobile devices and streaming movies online.   

They also have a wide range of virtual Do It 

Yourself classes, cooking classes and 

demonstrations, virtual tours of museums, zoos  

                                      (continued on next page) 

Sharon Mason, Jo Baxter and Lisa Pinkley presented "In 

Appreciation" plaques to Infiniti General Manager Alan 

Franciosi (center left) and Devin Carlson, Audi General 

Manager.  

Upcoming Events 
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 and cultural landmarks both in the United States and 

in select countries around world.  You can also 

access popular services for free such as 

Ancestry.com, Rosetta Stone and Lynda.com.  There 

is so much you can access with a library card and 

most things you can do from the comfort of your 

home! 

Martin county has six library branches.  Some 

branches are partially reopened for grab-and-go 

services and all are open for hold pick-ups and drops 

offs.  To sign up for a library card online or to learn 

more about the library’s resources and programs, 

please visit: https://www.martin.fl.us/Libraries.   

The Literary Group has been meeting on the last 

Wednesday of each month via Webex video 

conference.  We have a cracking time sharing the 

books we have read, the ones we are looking forward 

to reading and we get lots of recommendations from 

each other!  If you sign up for a library card or your 

find yourself online browsing books, below is the list 

of books we shared during our July 29th video 

conference meeting.   

Want by Lynn Steger Strong 

A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier 

Mobituaries by Mo Rocca  

Outlander by Diana Gabaldon 

As Husbands Go by Susan Issacs  

The Perfect Marriage by Jeneva Rose 

The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate  

The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson  

The Round House by Louise Erdrich 

The Dressmakers War by Mary Chamberlain 

The Wedding Shop by Rachel Hauck 

Call Your Daughter Home by Deb Spera  

28 Summers by Elin Hilderbrand  

The Reckoning by John Grisham  

 

Tombstone by Tom Clavin  

The Mermaid Singing by Val McDermid  

The Perfume Collector by Kathleen Tessaro  

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles  

All Adults Here by Emma Straub  

84 Charing Cross by Helene Hanff 

I hope you will find some new favorite books and 

share your recommendations with us at our next 

literary meeting!  We will continue hosting meetings 

via video conference on the last Wednesday of the 

month until we can meet at the clubhouse again.  I’ve 

outlined meeting dates for the next few months 

below, so mark your calendars and join us!   

September 29th at 10 am – 12pm  

October 27th at 10 am – 12pm  

For more information about the Literary Group 

or joining the video conference meeting, please 

contact Melissa Welch via email – 

melissa.welch@yahoo.com or call/ text 772-233-1419.   

Literary Group Virtual Meeting 

https://www.martin.fl.us/Libraries
mailto:melissa.welch@yahoo.com
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 Staying Connected  
About 30 club members stayed in touch over the summer through two virtual get-togethers. In June, we had a 

patriotic social hour, wearing red, white and blue. Some wore flag pins commemorating Flag Day.    

In late July, we gathered again virtually. This time we discussed community service projects we could do 

individually or together during the pandemic. Sharon Mason gave us some suggestions of projects to get the 

discussion underway. One of the ideas, supporting the Fort Pierce Women’s Club with food donations, is 

included in this newsletter.  

Thanks to Melissa Welch, who hosted the meetings. 
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 GFWC  and the Fight for Women’s Suffrage 

By Patricia Miller 

The year 1914 was a critical moment for the 

women’s suffrage movement. After more than a 

decade of languishing, the effort to secure a 

federal amendment to grant women the vote had 

sprung back to life the year before when a 

massive women’s suffrage parade brought 10,000 

women to Washington to march down 

Pennsylvania Avenue to demand the vote. 

But the attention the suffrage parade generated 

would be of little use if it could not be 

transformed into widespread support for 

women’s right to vote. Advocates of suffrage had 

long courted women active in the women’s club movement, which represented millions of middle-

class American women, as key to their effort. When Carrie Chapman Catt succeeded Susan B. 

Anthony as president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association in 1900, one of the first 

things she did was launch a “society plan” to recruit leaders of women’s clubs to the suffrage cause, 

knowing that they were an important link to women in their communities.   

But votes for women remained controversial. It wasn’t until a number of western states granted 

women suffrage after 1910, the suffrage parade garnered national attention, and influential socialites 

like Alva Belmont threw their weight and money behind the cause that a federal amendment for 

women’s suffrage gained real momentum. Official support of suffrage by the General Federation of 

Women’s Clubs, which was by far the largest and most vital woman’s organization in the country, 

representing over one million women, would signal that the suffrage movement had graduated from a 

once-radical dream to a mainstream cause.  

Many important women associated with the GFWC had long been leaders in the suffrage movement, 

including Frances Willard, the head of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, and Julia Ward 

Howe, the famous author of the Battle Hymn of the Republic. But only a majority vote of the 

representative delegates at the GFWC’s biennial convention would give the movement the legitimacy 

it desperately needed. As of 1914, only 17 of the GFWC state federations had voted to support suffrage. 

Pro-suffrage resolutions had been blocked from coming to the floor at the past two conferences by a 

minority anti-suffrage faction, so the outcome was uncertain as the delegates headed to Chicago for 

the 1914 convention. The General Federation of Women’s Clubs Magazine presented pro-suffrage and 

anti-suffrage arguments and the debate was heated.  

GFWC President Anna Pennybacker was personally in favor of suffrage, saying that “the highest type 

of women must be interested in politics and all the vital questions of the day in order to fulfill her  

                                                                                                                            (continued on next page) 
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 mission as a wife and mother.” In Chicago, delegates heard from Carrie Chapman Catt on the “World 

Progress of Women.” But it was still uncertain if a resolution in favor of suffrage would be presented 

for a vote. Then, the Illinois delegation took matters into its own hands and passed a resolution in 

favor of  “political equality for men and women.” Pennsylvania, Indiana, New York and Michigan 

quickly followed. Buoyed by the action, Pennybacker announced that a suffrage resolution would be 

introduced the next day.  

On June 14, 1914, the GFWC approved a resolution stating, “The General Federation of Women’s Clubs 

give the cause of political equality for men and women its moral support by recording its earnest 

belief in the principle of political equality regardless of sex.” 

The GFWC’s official endorsement of suffrage for women was major news. It affirmed that suffrage had 

become a mainstream cause for middle-class women from every part of the country. Over the next 

few years, The General Federation of Women’s Clubs Magazine kept members of the GFWC apprised 

of activities toward passage of a national suffrage amendment. By 1917, when scores of suffragists, 

including Alice Paul, were imprisoned at the Occoquan Workhouse in Lorton, Virginia, for picketing 

the White House to demand the right to vote, the magazine was a vital source of information for 

American women about the political and legislative strategies behind the fight for suffrage and 

portraits of women on the front lines of the battle. When the “Iron-Jawed Angels” were released after 

enduring months of brutalization, maggot-infested food and force-feedings, the public outcry about 

their treatment made the possibility of a federal suffrage amendment a reality. This turning point for 

women’s rights culminated in the ratification of the 19th Amendment on August 18, 1920.   

About Patricia Miller:  Patricia Miller is an award-winning, Washington-based author who writes 

extensively about women’s history. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2020                                      Abundance News                                              Page 8 

September 2017                                   Abundance News                                            Page 2 

  

September Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bobbi Demers - 9/2 

Polly DeLater – 9/3 

Cynthia Collier – 9/3 

Nicole Mier - 9/13 

Sandy Wetmore – 9/15 

Betty Kopf - 9/21 

Faye Palfrey - 9/23 

Mona Salisbury - 9/23 

Cecilia Lewis – 9/24 

Donna Watson - 9/28 

Dottie Lanci - 9/29 

Lianne Hawkes - 9/29 

Edithy Marcellis - 9/30 

Jean Alicea - 9/30 

 

Best Wishes on Your Birthday 

 and  

Throughout the Coming Year! 

Our next General Meeting 

will be Virtual via Zoom on 

September 16, 2020 

at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions will be provided prior to 

the meeting on how to access Zoom. 

If you need help, contact Jo Baxter. 

The meeting will follow  

our traditional theme  

“Hats Off to Women” 

Please make plans to attend!  

 

It will be a new and  
exciting experience! 


